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Introduction 


The  main  purpose  of  this  chart  is  to  provide  material 
for  practice  in  all  the  sounds  occurring  in  English, 
French  and  German.  It  can  be  used  as  a  foundation 
for  the  study  of  general  phonetics.  At  a  later  stage 
the  learner  will  come  to  recognise  what  sounds  are 
distinctive  of  any  of  the  three  languages. 

After  the  purely  phonetic  stage  has  been  passed,  the 
chart  will  come  as  a  ''refresher"  in  the  use  of  the 
symbols  in  the  middle  and  upper  forms  of  schools ; 
moreover,  for  the  last  five  minutes  of  the  language 
period,  it  will  serve  for  drill  in  careful  pronunciation 
in  classes  using  modern  language  text-books  contain- 
ing no  phonetic  material. 

In  the  selection  of  examples  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  illustrate  diversity  of  orthographic  repre- 
sentation of  the  same  sound.  It  is  not  to  be 
assumed,  however,  that  there  is  absolute  identity  of 
sound  as  between  one  language  and  another,  but  for 
practical  purposes  it  has  been  thought  inadvisable 
to  invent  any  symbols  additional  to  those  of  the 
Association  Phonetique  Internationale;  the  need  for  em- 
phasizing, for  instance,  the  marked  distinction  between 
the  various  English  and  French  'T'  sounds  will  be 
apparent  to  the  teacher. 

The  use  of  index  numbers  enables  any  particular 
sound  to  be  referred  to  by  cross  reference;  e.g.  F.14, 
G.24. 

In  the  script  the  usual  signs  have  been  adopted: — 

1.  ^  the  glottal  stop  in  German. 

2.  'is  placed  before  the  syllable  bearing  the  chief 

stress. 

3.  I  placed  after  a  vowel  signifies  that  the  sound 

is  long;  ('  =  half  long). 

4.  ~  is  placed  over  a  French  voweljwhich  is  nasalised. 

5.  "  over  the  symbol        signifies  that  the  vowel  is 

half  consonantal  [e.g.  G.54]. 

6.  1  placed  under  a  symbol  signifies  that  the 
consonant  is  syllabic  [e.g.  E.37]. 

The  order  of  the  symbols  is  that  commonly  adopted 
by  phoneticians. 

F.  E.  Gauntlett. 
L.  A.  Triebel. 
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